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‘The Honse pees iO a tie! his Bpant of the ¢ Commits ea 
, on | Federal Rel ns, Mr. Jupp said— 


; _ Sine! ihe baecindantie of the Pedninent’ till aan 
; no such complication of affairs has existed, and no such 
: dangers have threatened the existence of the Republic i. 

present time. And I can safely yee ner 


re 


nation never existed, under any form  gov- 
deinen that has increased so rapidly and prospered — 
so creatly, in so short a space of time as ours. In 
civilization an elligence ; in po d wealth ; in 


population and territorial exter't; in the arts and sci- 
ences; in commerce and agriculture ; in all the im- 
provements of the age, we have advanced with a ra- 
pidity unparalleled in the history of the world. From 
poverty and weakness, to wealth and ‘strength ; from 
contracted territorial limits, to a domain wide in ex- 
tent as the continent itself, and bounded by either 5 ae 
ocean; from an agriculture, barely sufficient to supply 
the wants of our own limited population, and a com- 
merce, measured by the hulks of a few old vessels, to 
agricultural productions and commercial relations, as 
ie _ wide extended as the world is, and the derangement 
¥ of which shocks the existing systems of ch. gbeapanina 
throughout the globe; and from childhood and obscu- 
rit Mh the full strength of manhood; ¢ position in 
the material world acknowledged to be second to no 
nation in existence, as regards civilization , intelligence, ~ 
4» and the powers of self. defence. We have marched, ink. ae 
ae our national progress, with unfaltering tread and unim- 
- peded prosperity in the short space of three score © 
years and ten. Under the kind providence of God, _ 
the inhabitants of the May Flower that landed upon | 
the barren rocks of New England, ona bleak Decem- 
‘ ber morning, have grown to be a numerous, prosper- 


ous, and a mighty people. These wooded hills, accus- 
tomed from the dawn’s eatliest light to the hoarse mut- 
tering thunder of the deep-toned ocean, and the bac- 
chanalian songs of barbarism, have become accustomed 

' to the mellow hand of improvement, the rattle of ma- 
chinery, the hum of life, and all the beauties of modern 
civilization.‘ Westward the star of empire takes its 
way,” and in its march forests have been felled, gar- 
dens planted and fields cultivated, till a mighty conti- 
nent, bounded round by the hoary billows of the briny 
sea, has been snatched from the oblivious realms of a 
past eternity, and, eden-like, it now lies smiling under 
the ndaguee of ‘its own cultivation, and pours out, into 
the: bosom of universe, in ngilae d mentee 
products of its oe released, ‘by the bat 

dom, from their confines through the long lapse of 
ages. 

By the arduous labors, the apdncieenl patriotism, 
and the great personal sacrifices of our fathers, less than 
‘a_century ago the framework of a governmental policy 

was prepared, and its foundations laid in a system of 
liberty, and upon principles of justice and equality; 
wider spread and more liberal in their construction 
than any other system of government heretofore vouch- 
safed to man. Under its benign auspices star after 
star has been added to our national ensign, and State | 
after State adn itted to the Union, with such rapidity 
as to excite th onder and admiration of the world. 
The domestic relations of every family-circle have 
been respected—each individual political community 
has enjoyed the repose of secured tranquility ; and the 
strong arm of the federa: government has been stretch- 
ed out in defense of the institutions; and all the con- 
 stitutional rights of every state under its protection ; 
tillin the unexampled prosperity of this nation, thirty- 
five millions of people went forth to their daily avoca- 
tions, in the perfect assurance that no other power be- 
neath the sun, nor combination of powers, was suffi- 


5 . x 
cient. ‘“‘to molest them, disturb them, or make them 
afraid,” The scepter of empire has been wielded 
over this people in a manner tempered with free- 
dom and liberality, unprecedented in the annals of 
governments heretofore existing. Yet, sir, we have 
individuals und parties, both north and south, who 
were not satisfied with this unexampled national pro- 
gress, and through whose mad ambition and weld fa- 
naticism, this beautiful system of government has been 
brought to the very verge of ruin, and the black gulph 
of dispair rolls its awful billows at the very foundations 
of that ‘‘Temple of Liberty” which our fathers erec- 
ted, and in which all our fairest hopes are centered. 
The quiet that has reigned throughout this beautiful 
land is disturbed ; its repose destroyed ; and the foun- 
dations of the great political deep are broken up; and 
our bretheren and fellow-citizens have thrown aside the 
habiliments of peace; and clad in the garb of battle, 
their iron tramp is heard along the war-path alone. 

The first question I propose to discussis, why is this? 
Why all this confusion in the land? I answer, it is a 
causeless rebellion; an insane attempt, by ambiticus 
politicians and political tricksters, to break up and des- 
troy that government under which they were reared, 
to which they have sworn allegiance, and from which 
they have received nought but. kindness and protection. 
An unnatural attempt, Mr. Speaker, to stab. to death 
the mother by her own offspring; those same children 
that she received into her fondest embrace; that were 
nurtured in her kindest affections; and in whose inte- 
rest and behalf she has expended the boundless resour- 
ces and energies of her giant strength. And thus we 
learn, by bitter experience, 


“How. sharper than a serpent’s tooth, 
It is, to have a thankless child.” 


But it is said, in excuse for this,—they are indepen- 
dent, sovereign states. Be it so. Who made them 
such? Who led them through the long years of their 
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territorial childhood and pupilage, to their present 
power and strength? Who stretched out the strong 
arms of her protection over them, and expended un- 
told millions in their defense? Who but the Federal 
Government, through purchase and conquest, reclaim- 
ed their vast territory from the savage grasp of barba- 
rism, and opened it up to gardens of beauty and fields 
of cultivation? In fine, Sir, who organized their ter- 
ritorial governments; watched over and protected 
them from the ravages of the Indians, from domestic 
violence, and from foreign invasion; defrayed all their 
expenses, peopled their lands, opened their rivers and 
harbors, builded their forts and fortifications, and ad- 
mitted them at last into the Union as States? I an- 
swer, the Federal government has done all this! For 
three-quarters of a century have taxes been imposed 
upon the people of this Republic for these very pur- 
oses. in 

Not only this, sir, but we have paid out of the com- 
mon treasury hundreds of millions of dollars in their 
behalf, and sacrificed thousands of the lives of our best 
men, in war with Mexico and the Indian tribes, for 
their sakes and their defense. After having done this 
—after having led them up to their majority and secur- 
ed their sovereignty in the Union and under the con- 
stitution ; they have manifested their gratitude for this 
kindness, by deliberately seizing all the government 
property within their reach, and setting up a govern- 
ment of their own, and thereafter notifying us that un- 
less we acquiesced in these acts, and refrained from 
trying, even, to preserve the government and reclaim- 
ing our stolen property, and enforcing the constitution 
and other laws which we and they had ‘sworn to sup- 
port; they would plunge this country into a fratricidal 
war; inaugurate anarchy and confiscation; and, in the 
language of their own chosen chief, “ make us smell 
southern powder and feel southern steel.” 

What a magnanimous people! We, as humble, un- 
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ion-loving, law-abiding citizens, ventured to suggest 
that they had not sufficient cause for all this. Their 
answer was, ‘‘We are independent, sovereign States ; 
we have a right to do it.” And, sir, there sare those, 
even among our own people, who honestly believe this 
doctrine; and that we have no right to coerce an inde- 
pendent state into obedience-to the constitution. But, 
sir, Lam net of that opinion. I never believed. that 
this government acquired territory through purchase 
and conquest, and founded and admitted that territory 
into the Union as States, with the right, on their part, 
of breaking the compact and leaving the Union when- 


~ ever they should see fit to do so. I never believed, 


sir, that our people chased the Indians out of the ever- 
glades of Florida and reclaimed that State to civiliza- 
tion, from the’ scorpions and alligators, and fortified its 
harbors, at. an enormous expense to the Union; with 
the reserved right on the part of its people to turn in 
and bombard our men out of all the forts and fortifica- 
tions they had erected along the coast of that poverty- 
stricken state.. I never believed, sir, that we assumed 
the quarrels and debts of the ‘‘lone star’ State, to the 
tune of an hundred and fifty millions of dollars, and 
having ever since maintained standing armies on her 
frontier to protect her from’ savage invasion, and. that 
we sent out our best men. by thousands, to fight her 
battles and contract the loathsome diseases of a sickly 
climate, for the purpose of being repaid by the treason 
of a Twiggs, or the hunting down and imprisoning of 
our best and most loyal citizens. I never believed, sir, 
that Thomas Jefferson purchased the territory of Lou- 
isiana; at an expense of fifteen millions of dollars to the 
national treasury, and that Andrew Jackson defended 
its chief city against the attacks of maddened British 
troops, with the understanding that they possessed the 
right to secede at pleasure, and steal our custom house, 
mint and bullion, and close up the navigation of the 
‘‘ father of waters” to: the remaining states in the Un- 
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ion, and bid the commerce of the world, even, to pay 


tribute at the doors of its commercial city., No! 
This doctrine of the right of secession under state 
sovereignty is all a mythe—a catchword to deceive the 
people. If one state has the right to secede so has an- 
other, and another, till there is none left to represent 
the government, pay its debts, fulfill its contracts, or 
discharge its liabilities. Can this doctrine be recogniz- 
ed by any government, or any people? Certainly not. 
If so, your government at once becomes a rope of sand, 
crumbling to pieces by the breath of every passing 
breeze, and subject to division, overthrow, and: des- 
truction, by every changing passion of the people. 
Do you think any foreign nation would respect such a 
government sufficiently to loan it money, form con- 
tracts, or enter, into alliances with it? It can be hard- 
ly possible! This was the one great trouble under the 
old articles of confederation. Under those articles, 
they remained indeed as separate and independent col- 
onies. The federal power was not even: sufficient to 
enforce the collection of its taxes and assessments to 
pay its debts and the interest thereon accruing, or 
compel the obedience of any individual colony to its 
treaty stipulations, entered into with foreign’ nations, 
or respect its commercial relations with the same. 
This led to the breaking up of the government un- 
der the old articles of confederation, and the adoption 
of the present constitution, for the one great reason of 
forming @ more perfect union. And is it at all probable 
‘that they failed entirely in the main point they under- 
took to remedy ? to wit—the establishment of a more 
perfect union. Most certainly not; for in the conven- 
tion that framed that constitution, or in the discussions 
before the people for its ratification, we see no mention 
of this modern doctrine of secession as a reason for its 
adoption. Do you think it would have received the 
sanction of Washington; or that the people of any one 
state would have considered it any more acceptable, 


: 


he 


i 

4 

‘ 
BA 


9 


had they been told that they could adopt the constitu- 
tion and enter into the Union to-day, and to-morrow, 
or next week, or next year, they could peacably’ with- 


draw and establish a government by themselves? If 


the right exists now it existed then, and this would be 
a fair and just deduction therefrom. 

I believe in’ state rights and state sovereignty, but 
not in that kind of sovereignty which claims tovbe par- 
amount to the constitution, and’ above federal sover- 
eignty ; not in that kind of state rights that claims the 


power to break up the Union and destroy the govern- 


ment. In all that relates to federal power, or is of na- 
tional import and bearing, the national government is 


supreme; and in all that pertains to state authority, 


or is confined to the limits of an individual state, and 
does not interfere with or concern the national govern- 
ment, the state government is sovereign and supreme. 
For instance: treason against the state consists only in 
levying war against it, or adhering to its enemies, giv- 
ing them aid and comfort. It is confined solely to the 
state, and in dealing with or punishing it, the federal 
government has no right to interfere. State authority 
is supreme. On the other ‘hand, treason against the 
United States consists in levying war against them, or 
adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and com- 
fort ; and it matters not in what particular state the of 
iiabes is committed, or of what state’'the offender is a 
citizen, he is subject to punishment under the Federal 
law, and the Federal government is sovereign and su- 
preme.. Follow out this principle, and you need have 
no conflict between state and federal authority. This 
is the kind of state severeignty in which T believe. 
But again. If you allow this doctrine of ‘secession 


under our federal constitution, it must be allowed in 


every state constitution; for we claim to be a Repub- 
lic, and there is a constitutional obli gation resting upon 
us, to guarantee to each individual state in the Union 
a republican form of government. And if a state may 
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secede from the union, a county may secede from the 
state, a town from the county, a neighborhood from 
the town, and so down to the lowest depths of anarchy, 
and you are left, as in the primitive ages, without the 
least shadow of government. I will not pursue this 
point further. I have discussed it sufficiently, I think, 
to show that, as I said before, it is a fallacious doctrine 
—a mythe—a catchword to deceive the people. We 
know that there never has been a president, from 
Washington to Abraham Lincoln, to acknowledge it. 
Andrew Jackson, in his time, smote it with such a force 
as to send it reeling back to its own dens of iniquity, 
whence, after boiling and seething, and fattening on 
its own corruption and infamy, for thirty years, it now 


stalks forth in its most monstrous and hideous form, to» 


assail, break up and destroy the Union. But, says one, 
it is not a causeless rebellion; it isrevolution; and the 
right of revolution none will deny. Acknowledge it, 
and in my opinion you are now putting it on much 
more respectable ground than that of secession. . Eve- 
rybody understands what revolution means. It is, or 
should be, a last resort for grievances too greav to bear. 
If justice cannot be obtained through legal means and 
peaceful channels, then these objects are to be sought 
in revolution. It may be peaceful revolution, without 
Strife or bloodshed; or it may be a revolution of vio- 
lence and contention, that accomplishes its objects only 
over heaps of slain, and through rivers of human blood 
For it must be borne in mind, that while the right of 
revolution is an acknowledged natural right, there is 
another right which is as much so, and that is the right 
of self-defense: the right we are now exercising. This 
exists the same in nations as in individuals. I care not 
whether it is expressed in wretten constitutions, or not ; 


that government, in my opinion, never yet existed, but — 


what considered itself possessed of the right to protect 
itself, and maintain its integrity and unity, if possible, 
whenever assailed, whether by internal or external foes, 
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Government is established to protect, not to oppress 
the people. In the language of the Declaration, ‘“ gov- 
_ernments are instituted among men, to secure the rights 
of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed ; 
and whenever any form of government becomes des- 
tructive of these ends, it is the’ right of the people to 
alter or abolish it, and to institute a new government 
in its stead.” It is the right of the people to alter and 
abolish it, whenever it becomes destructive of these 
ends. Not asmall part, or a minority of the people, 
but when the great. body or majority, find it destruc- 
tive of the ends and objects for which it was establish- 
ed, they have an inalianable right to change it. 

But acknowledge the right of revolution as express- 
ed; and you have not then acquired the right to des- 
troy this government. None will claim, I presume, - 
that because a majority of the people of a state, for in- 
stance, become dissatisfied with the Federal Govern- 
ment, that they have a right, on that account, to with- 
draw from it and establish a different and separate gov- 
ernment of their own; for they constitute but a small 
part of the Nation, or whole people; and this would 
recognize the right of this small portion of the people 
to revolutionize the government established for all. If 
the majority of the people of a state become dissatisfied 
with their state government, they may alter or abolish 
it; but not the government of the United States. On- 
ly:a constitutidnal majority of all the states, fully and 
- fairly expressed, have a right to alter or abolish it. 
And it is only when this constitutional majority is so 
expressed, that a revolution is likely to succeed peace- 
ably, and without bringing in its train the disasters and 
calamities of civil war. © But in this rebellion, or revo: 
lution, we have not that majority so expressed; for by 
fraud, corruption, and intimidation, has state after state 
been hurried out of the Union. But, says one, the 
right exists'in the minority, as well as in the majority; 


12 


if they are grievously wronged or oppressed. Granted. 

And the question now is—has the government be- 
come ‘destructive of the ends and objects for which it 
was) established; and have these people who have in- 
stituted this revolution, suffered wrongs at the hands 
of the Federal \Government so great as to justify them 
in this attempt to’overthrow the constitution, and es- 
tablish another and different one in its stead? If they 
have, then they are entitled to the justification and sym- 
pathy of the surrounding nations of the earth; but if 
they have not, they should meet the condemning frown 
of christendom ; the cold contempt, scorn and detesta- 
tion of all. civilized people throughout the world, for 
thus inaugurating anarchy and confusion, in place of 
one of the -best'governments the world ever saw, and 
bringing war and! devastation upon this so recently 
prosperous and happy people! 

Then: wherein hes this intolerable wrong, on the 
part of the general government? I speak now, not 
of individual or isolated transactions, and to which 
there attaches nought but individual or party responsi- 
bility ;» but of the legitimate, constitutional authorities 
of the country, whose-trespasses alone constitute a pro- 
per excuse for any attempt to revolutionize the gov- 
ernment. | Where, then, 1 ask again, are these intoler- 
able grievances? Let us see. Our government is 
composed of three branches—the Executive, the Judi- 
cial, and |the Legislative... The Legislative makes the 
laws, the Judicial interprets and expotfnds them, and 
the Executive sees that the laws are faithfully executed. 
Have the southern states ever failed to be fairly rep- 
resented in that branch of the government that makes 
the laws? Nay, verily! Representation and direct 
taxation are ‘regulated by the constitution, and each 
and every state exercises its just and constitutional in- 
fluence in this branch of the government. Has one 
state more representatives in one branch of Congress 
than another! it is because it has a more numerous 


population, and the lower house is the popular branch 
of Congress, and reflects more) directly the immediate 
voice oi the people. Hence they are represented there- 
in not as different and equal bodies-politic, but in pro- 
portion to the ratio which the population of’each state 
bears to the population of the whole United States. 
Ifany one state has failed to retain its original influ- 
ence in the House, it is because it has failed to prosper 
in like degree with its neighbor; and for this the gov- 
ernment cannot certainly be blamed. ‘Were there no 
further provision made, the smaller and less populous 
states might eventually lose their influence in Congress, 
but to guard against this, the Senate, the great balance 
wheel in the system, is constituted of two Senators from 
each *state. The little Stites of Rhode Island, Dela- 
ware and Florida, are alike represented therein with 
the great State of New York. This; at first glance, 
might seem to be grossly wrong; but for the purposes 
for which it was so constituted, in our system of checks 
and balances, it seems to be perfectly proper; and cer- 
tainly the southern people have no right to complain, 
for with a representative population of some eleven 
millions, they have thirty senators in the Senate of the 
United States, while the north only has thirty-eight, 
for a population of some twenty-three millions, or 
double that of the south.” But, sir, how is it with the 
Judicial branch of the government? Have their inte- 
rests ever suffered at its hands? Most clearly not! for 
Iam borne out by the records when I tell you that. 
there has: been a majority of Judges in the Supreme 
Court from the southern states, a major part of the time 
since its organization, and such was the fact at the ve- 
ry moment of this diabolical revolt. Five Judges (in- 
cluding the Chief Justice) out of nine were from slave-. 
holding states. Then there could have been nothing 
more than anticipated danger from this quarter. But 
it is said, the danger is not here, 1t is in the Executive 
branch of the government. Let us see. Out of eigh- 
i€ 
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teen elections for President since the organization of 
the government, twelve of them have resulted in favor 
of the southern states. This, certainly, is their full pro- 
portion. But their institutions are not safe in the hands 
ofa northern man, unless he has southern proclivities. 
And has it come to this?, Are we, as a people, to 
be charged with base ingratitude and injustice, from 
suspicion only? Is it a fact, sir, that the southern peo- 
ple are more magnanimous than the northern? and are 
our rights and interests safer in their hands than are 
their rights and interests in ours?) What northern pre- 
sident has ever failed to meet out equal and exact jus- 
tice to the south during his administration? Have we 
not taken especial pains to see that those laws, passed 
for their especial benefit, and most obnoxious to our 
own people, were most faithfully executed ; even, sir, 


to the shedding of human blood.and the sacrifice of hu-\ ~ 


man life in our most populous cities? Can they say as 
much? Have they been extremely tenacious in exe- 
cuting the laws upon offenders engaged in the African 
slave trade? Nay; (but it has been next to impossible 
to bring to punishment, one of these offenders, in their 
courts of justice. Have they always taken. especial 
pains to secure to citizens of particular states the rights 
and privileges of the citizens of the several states? ~~ 

But I do not propose to bandy charges with them: 
I wish simply to find out what great wrong the Fede- 
ral Government has been guilty of, to justify this: revo- 
lution. It is said that northern states have passed per- 
sonal: liberty: bills, for the purpose of preventing the 
execution of the fugitive slave law. I acknowledge it. 
I admit that these personal liberty bills are wrong in 
spirit. Iam, and always have been, opposed to them, 
and would gladly see their repeal; but 1 am not wil- 
ling to acknowledge that this; even, forms any excuse 
for breaking up the government. The Government 
had no hand in making them, and has never acknowl: 
edged even their validity, or constitutionality. On the: 
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contrary, it has faithfully executed this same fugitive 
slave law in the very states where these personal liberty 
bills are the most stringent, and of the longest stand- 
ing; thus directly denying their validity. These bills 


may constitute cause of complaint against individual - 


state governments, but not against the federal govern 
ment. But allow all that is claimed for them on this 
point, and what does the argument amount to? Sim- 
ply nothing. These same laws were passed in some of 
the states many years ago, and.consequently they fur- 
nish no excuse or reason for revolution other than has 
eexisted since their first enactment. Why did they not 
break up the government then? Why wait till this 
late day ? Have they discovered any additional. force 
or wrong,—or have they been subject to any extraordi- 
nary loss recently, on account of these laws? They do 
not claim this, even. ee 
I have said that the fugitive slave law has always 
been executed by the federal authority whenever at- 
tempted or required; and I believe it is a fact that can 
not be successfully denied, that this same law has been 
as faithfully enforced and as little violated as any law of 


like importance that was ever enacted: But let uslook - 


a little further. 

Which are the particular states that have run so 
swiftly mad, and been foremost in this rebellion, and all 
on account of these great grievances? South Carolina 
was the first to inaugurate this attempt to destroy tle 
government. Following quickly in her wake were all 
the states bordering on the Gulf. Yet, [doubt whether 
all these states combined have ever lost fifty slaves 
since the organization of the government. .The north- 
ern slave states are the ones to suffer from these laws, 
if any. Had they instituted- these, or any other pro- 
ceedings, and for this reason, it would have looked more 
plausible, at least. But no; they were too magnani- 


" mous, too patriotic, too Union-loving, to imaugurate 


such mad schemes for such frivolous causes, Then, if 
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- elent excuse therein’ for ¢hzs their mad rebellion. 


_and destroy the ‘established institutions of the land ? 


a 


such states as Virginia, Kentucky, and Missouri, border- 
ing on the north, and in the immediate vicinity of these 
dangerous influences, found no cause for disturbing the 
Union,—certainly the Gulf states could not find suffi- 


But they say finally that Abraham Lincoln was elect- 
ed ‘President of the United States, and ‘they will not 
submit to his administration—it is an evidence that the 
north is abolitionized and hostile to the institutions of 
the south. But nothing is farther from the truth ; even 
if-it was not, this furnishes no excuse for their attempt 
to destroy the government. Who ever before supposed 
that two parties entering into honorable political com- | 
bat, however bitter the strife might be, were not hon- : ; 
estly, fairly, and legitimately bound by its results and ‘ 
conclusions, whether vanquished or victorious? The 
democracy, Sir, have always’ been opposed by a power- 
ful political party, in the face and eyes of whose -politi- 
cal professions and utmost exertions we have steadily 
and repeatedly marched to victory. But, Sir, did we 
ever expect that because they were defeated by us, 
that they had a right to revolutionize the government, 


And, Sir, if they had seen fit to try it, should we not 
have been united to a man in putting them down, and 
maintaining tht supremacy and integrity of the govern- 
ment, by force, if need be? ‘There is not a doubt of 
this. And I for one, Sir, do not consider such a course 
any more commendable in those with whom I have 
heretofore politically associated, than in my most bitter 
political foes. 

Supposing the traitor Breckenridge had been elected 
President, in place of Mr. Lincoln, and California and 
Oregon had taken umbrage thereat, and attempted to 
establish a western empire on the shores of the Pacific, 
do you think he and his present associates in treason 
would have | quietly sat down and folded. their hands, 
acknowledged the right, and made no effort to maintain 
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the authority and integrity of the government therein, 
which they were sworn to support and muintain ? Not 
one of us believes it; but we should, have considered 
ourselves bound to support him in using all the force 
necessary to suppress such a revolt. And I ccnsider 
myself just as much bound to assist Mr. Lincoln in sup- 
pressing such a rebellion against the government, as I[ 
should have been had Breckenridge, or Bell, or Doug- 
' Jas, even, been elected in his stead. I care not what 
Mr. Lincoln’s individual sentiments or expressions may 
have been, in his private capacity: being constitution- 
ally elected, I deem it the duty of every loyal citizen 
to sustain his administration, in all constitutional and 
proper efforts to suppress this rebellion. The election 
of the most obnoxious person in the whole country 
_ would not be sufficient cause for the course pursued by 
' these southern people. Ifhe committed an overt, open 
act of treason or trespass, after being sworn into office, 
the proper course to be pursued is marked out in the 
constitution for his impeachment: if this failed, the 
right of revolution, as a last resort, must be acknowl- 
edged by all. But as regards this rebellion, for the 
cause last named I go still further, and charge that they 
themselves are answerable for Mr. Lincoln’s election. 
Had they acted fairly and honestly with the democratic 
party—that party that has always defended their rights 
under the constitution, he never could have been elect- 
ed. They were perfectly well aware of this, and hence 
they went to Charleston and Baltimore for the very 
purpose of distracting, dividing and defeating the par- 
ty, and thus securing Mr. Lincoln’s election, thereby 
creating what they termed an excuse for plunging the 
cotton states into revolution. And what a frivolous ex- 
cuse! Afraid that their rights would be trampled upon, 
and their institutions destroyed, because Mr. Lincoln 
was elected president, with both branches of Congress 
and the Supreme Court of the United States against 
him in political sentiment, and his solemn oath binding 
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him to see the laws faithfully executed! And this, too, 
after having taken such extraordinary pains to compass 
the defeat of their own political party and secure the 
triumph of their political opponents. How much more 
magnanimous in them to state what the world knows 
full well, that this is a rebellion against one of the best 
governments the world.ever saw, for no other reason or 
excuse than that a few political tricksters wished to 
creep into power and place over the shipwrecked for- 
tunes of millions of people, and upon the ruins even of 
constitutional liberty! Do you doubt this? Let Mr. 
Yancey speak. On.the 10th day of May, 1858, in an 
address before a southern convention in Montgomery, 
welcoming the delegates, he said: ‘‘I must be aliowed, 
at least on my own behalf, to welcome you too as but 


the foreshadowing of that far more important body, | 


important as you evidently willbe, thatif injustice and 
wrong shall continue to rule the hour and councils of 
the dominant section of the country, must ere long as- 
semble upon southern soil, for the purpose of devising 
some measure by which not only your industrial but 
your social and political relations shall be placed upon 
the basis of an independent sovereignty, which will 
have within itself a unity of climate, a unity of sodl, a 
unity of productions, and a unity of social relations— 
that unity which alone can be the basis of a successful 
and permanent government.” 

Also, in a letter dated the 15th of June, 1860, in 
pointing out his idea in regard to the duty of the south- 
ern people, and referring to the ‘‘ League of United 
Southerrfers,” he says: ‘“‘ We must organize committees 
of safety all over the cotton states (as it is only in them 
we can hope for any effective movement), and thus we 
shall fire the southern heart, instruct the southern mind, 
give courage to each other, and at the proper moment, 
by one organized, concerted action, we can precipitate 
the cotton states into a revolution,” 

_ Abundance of other proofs exist and could be ad- 
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duced to show that it is a long-continued, well-digest- 


ed, and deliberately-planned scheme by southern trai- 


tors, seizing upon the obnoxious doctrines of northern 
radicals and fanatics (their co-workers and allies in this 
damnable treason), as an,excuse and pretext for firing 
the southern mind and plunging the cotton states into 
revolution, to destroy the old time-honored government 
of the fathers, and establish an independent southern 
confederacy in its stead. Yet I trust in God, sir, that 
there is conservative strength enough left in the coun- 
try to crush these two monsters of civil discord between 


the upper and nether millstones of public opinion, and 


annihilate them from the land forever. But, sir, for a 
long time these schemes for rebellion. succeeded but 
too well. Through professions of love for the Union, 
while making the most gigantic preparations to destroy 
it; through professions of honesty, while trying to ex- 
cel each other in stealing the federal property and rob- 
bing the national treasury ; under the garb of friend- 
ship, while grasping the deadly poniard for assassina- 
tion, and the false lamentations at the inaugurating of 
civil war; while firing on unarmed vessels and bom- 
barding the devoted walls of Fort Sumter to destruc- 
tion, they have succeeded in inaugurating one of the 
greatest rebellions the world ever saw. And, Mr. 
Speaker, the only question in issue now, and the only 
question for us to determine, 1s not whether we agree 
or disagree in political sentiment, but whether we will 
rise in our might and crush out this rebellion or allow 
it to crush us. There i is, there can be no middle ground. 
Hither we must acknowledge ourselves incompetent to 
the great task imposed upon us, of maintaining the 
government and its institutions, as transmitted to us by 
the fathers, and allow anarchy, discord ard confusion 
to subvert law and order in our political system, or else 
rise in our might, and by uniting our strength as one 
man demonstrate ‘o the world that there is efficiency 
in republican institutions, that there is strength in a 
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democratic form of government—aye, sir, that there 
is yet ‘balm in Gilead.” Wounded liberty, thrust 
through to the marrow bone, rears aloft her bleeding 
hands and eries aloud for help. That government un- 
der whose protecting care we have acquired our pres- 
ent importance as a people arhong the nations of the 
earth, and whose benign influence we have each enjoy- 
ed through the full Jength of our lives thus far, and in 
the perfect assurance of whose efficacy we have confi- 
dently builded our fortunes and our hopes, is being 
struck down in the house of its own friends, and ap- 
peals to us for protection against assassination and 
death! And, sir, shall we stand idly by with folded 
hands and see this work go on without let or hindrance? 
Is it the duty of a loyal citizen to render no assistance 
to that government that has thrown the shield of her 
protection around him, in this the darkest hour of her 
need? Have we no higher or holier duty to perform 
in this great struggle of liberty, than the gratification 
of a personal malice or the satisfaction of a political 
spleen? Can we best discharge our obligations to our 
country by throwing obstacles in the way of any at- 
tempt by the legitimate and constitutional authorities 
to subdue this great rebellion? Above all, sir, shall 
we best display our patriotism and magnanimity by 
trying to distract and defeat any honest endeavor to 
unite the sentiment of the people if this great strug- 
gle, and hawking about, as of more importance, our 


party organizations and our political divisions? Nay, | 


rather let every individual, from the highest to the 
lowest, rising to the dignity of the occasion, lend his 
influence in this great work. 

“ Let the ery ring out for Union, from Kentucky’s grassy sod, 

To brave old Massachusetts, where the Pilgrim fa'hers t1od; 


From the sippling Madawasca—from the rvck-bound coast of Maine, 
Till ‘ rebetlious Alabama’ sends the echo back again.’’ 


Fellow-citizens, we have a mighty work to perform! 
The burdens of ages are upon us. Not only does this 
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giant rebellion stretch its serpentine length along our 
southern borders, but the sympathizing influence of 


jealous nations, longing for the downfall of republican | 


institutions throughout the world, is uniting itself 
against us, and seeking a pretext for an alliance with 
this diabolical treason in our land. Nothing but the 
purest wisdom, the firmest nerve, the steadiest pur- 
pose, a fixed determination, and patriotism unalloyed 
on the part of our rulers, supported by the unanimous 
voice and the united efforts of all the people of the 
loyal states, will suffice to carry us safely through the 
breakers that beset us. Is it asking too much, sir, of 
any political party, at the present time, that the gov- 
ernment should receive this support? Bear in mind, 
sir, that this is not a war of our seeking, and that we 
did not aid in elevating the administratioz to its pres- 
ent position. YetI feel no-hésitancy in pledging the 
earnest support of the great loyal democracy in crush- 
ing out this rebellion. 

1 know, sir, that there has never been a time, from 
the organization of the government till now, when the 
pulse of the great democratic party has not beaten true 
to the interests of the Union. It, sir, was founded in 
its faith, builded upon its platforms, enlarged by its 
efforts, and sustained and defended by its strength, and 


‘1s it to be supposed that we shall abandon it now, while 


the waves of dissolution are beating so fiercely against 
it? Nay, Mr. Speaker, we love it still. Our arms, 
our influence, our property, yea, our lives, if need be, 
are at the service of the government for its defense, 
and that alone. We have laid aside, for the time be- 
ing, the paraphernalia of our political faith, and rising 
with the emergency that demands it, we are engaged 
in thegarduous and overshadowing struggle for the 
preservation of the Union of these States. This is our 
aim, this our only object, and this alone shall be our 
rallying cry. We wage no war of devastation or con- 
quest; we do not invade the sanctuary of individual 
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political rights, nor do we trample unnecessarily upon 
the domestic institutions of any individual state. But 
panoplied i in the mail of war and shielded by the con- 
scious rectitude of our intentions, and armed with a be- 
som of destruction that shall pierce through to the di- 
viding asunder of soul and body, we have sworn by 
the eternal faith that is in us, that we will gather up 
the scattered fragments of the original temple, that we 
will lay its foundations broader and deeper in the affec- 
tions of the people, that we will re-erect its broken 
columns in more than their pristine beauty, and re- 
build the temple in more than its original strength. 
And have I not a right to demand, sir, the same mag- 
nanimity of its political friends for this administration? 

Lay aside, for the time being, your political princi- 
ples—give up your partisan spirit—cease your strug- 
gles for political stations, and your party quarrels over 
official plunder—stop clogging the wheels of govern- 
ment, by opposing salutary measures for its relief, and 
urging and discussing your obnoxious abolition here- 
sies. Call off your thieving army cormorants, and seek, 
in your public functionaries, capability, honesty, fidel- 


ity and economy; and unite with us in one great, 


grand, gigantic effort to smother that hydra-headed 
monster that is trying to fix its poisonous fangs in the 
very vitals of our own nationality. Then, sir, we may 
certainly hope to succeed. For we have marshalled in 
battle array one of the mightiest armies of which the 
world can boast. The bugle-blast of McClellan and 
his associates summon to instant action near three-quar- 
ters of a million of men, the representatives of every 
loyal state in the union—our fathers and brothers ; 
your kin and mine. Not a village or hamlet; not a 
cottage or home; not a father or mother, but what has 
an interest in the great and impending struggle. And 
. can it be, sir, that there are such pigmies in the land 
as to fail to ‘comprehend the magnitude of the great 
struggle in which we are engaged? And would they 
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have it degenerate into a mere personal strife; ‘‘a vio- 
q eh, lent and remorseless revolutionary struggle, » for the 
i preservation of constitutional rights, and for political 
: existence upon the one hand; and for the overthrow 
ye __ of those rights, and for political supremacy and power, 
on the other? And is this object paramount to the 
great end and aim of the administration, in prosecuting 
this war, as stated by the president himself when he 
Says he deems “it proper to keep the integrity of the 
“union prominent, as the primary object of the contest?” 
_.. If so, sir, I state frankly, I have no sympathy with 
‘them. The preservation of the union is the primary 
object of the contest; but this by no means fathoms 
- the depths of the great question we are attempting to 
solve. -This strife, sir, is the great crucible in which is 
being tried the capacity of man for self-government. 
It is to demonstrate to the remote generations of men, 
and throughout the longest coming period of time, the 
; strength and vitality of republican institutions, or the 
weakness and inefficiency of the same. If we fail, down 
goes the last, long lingering hope of the downtrodden 
millions throughout the globe. Farewell liberty! 
Farewell democracy!! Farewell to republican institu- 
tions in the world! !! 
But if, on the contrary, we succeed, as we must do; 
a thrill of delight leaps through the now almost pulse- 
less veins of the universe: a beacon to the hopes of 
the oppressed myriads of the human race is set high 
up in the heavens: their brightest expectations are re- 
} ' kindled, in anticipation of coming events: the sun of 
liberty rides up to the meridian, in all the fullness of 
its splendor ; while uhe onward march of progress and 
the shock of battle, break down the long-established, 
aristocratic and oppressive systems of despotism 
throughout the world! This, sir, is the high and holy 
cause in which we are engaged, ‘and which calls forth 
all the resources and energies of this great and mighty 
people. Let us not fail, then, to discharge our duties _ 
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faithfully to our country in this great struggle. Let us 
stay up-the hands of the government in all its laudable 
efforts to suppress this rebellion, and bid our brave sol- 
diers forward in the faithful discharge of the responsi- 
bilities they have undertaken to perform. Yes, my 
countrymen, wherever your lot is cast, gird up your 
loins for battle, and with a firm reliance upon that God 
‘‘who doeth all things well,” go forward in the unfal- 
tering discharge of your duties to your country; and 
cease not your efforts till rebellion is crushed and trea- 
son punished, and the pillars of constitutional liberty 
re-established in the four corners of the union. 


* 


“Strike,till the last armed foe expires, 
Strike, for your altars and your fires, 
Strike, for the green graves of your sires, 
God, and your native Jand.” 


ein 


